
Burnaby Mountain Secondary 

Parent Advisory Council Meeting Minutes 

Monday September 8, 2025 7:00pm (In Person) 

 

Attendees: 

Dave Rawnsley (Principal) Teresa Rossiello (Chair) Gaurav (Jay) Kapadia (Treasurer) 

Jacquie Lane (Parent Ed) Trinity Bissett (DPAC)  Ruchika Gupta (DPAC) 

Andrea Spence (Secretary – new)    Siva Ramesh (Secretary – outgoing) 

Members at Large:  Kurt Bakker   Sira Ramesh 

Stace Dayment  Ajit Shete   Saedeh Sayfee 

Chris Noble   Corey Owens   Lisa Deines 

Mai Ng    Zahra Badiei   Fariborz Mekhtori 

Serhi Horinenno  Majtheu Noorian  Masoumeh Golmahamadian 

 

1. Welcome and Correspondence - Call to Order at 7:00pm 
 

2. Minutes of June 2025 Council Meeting  - Review, correct, adopt 

Minutes reviewed.  Motion to approve minutes from June 2025 as corrected. Moved by Teresa, 
Seconded by Ruchika, All in favour, Motion Carried. 

Motion to add Ruchika Gupta as Co-Treasurer. Moved by Teresa, Seconded by Stacey, All in 
favour.  Motion Carried. 

3. Student Council Update – no student council update this month. 

Connor and Olivia will attend next month. 

4. Treasurer’s Report – Review, correct, adopt 

Motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report as of September 8, 2025, Seconded, All in Favour. 

Main Operating Account 

▪ Cash is Main account as of August 31, 2025.→ is $ 2,913 



▪ From the last meeting, we received a deposit of $ 3,421 from the Raffel draw company and 

issued a cheque of $1, 785 to the winner (Juan Pablo Vega). The difference will be issued to the 

school $1,636.67. 

Gaming Account 

▪ Cash in gaming account as of August 31, 2025. → is 11,297 

▪ From the last meeting, we issued cheque for the last BMSS Request- $5,274. This was approved 

for payment the last PAC meeting. 

5. Old/New Business – New Secretary 

The longest serving member of the PAC – has asked to step down as Secretary.  The PAC thanks 
Siva Ramesh for her commitment and service over many years.  Motion to add Andrea Spence as 
the new Secretary.  Moved, Seconded, All in Favour, Motion carried. 

6. Committee Reports –  
DPAC - September 15, 2025 is their first meeting. The DPAC Chair has stepped down and for 
now the Acting Chair is Vivian.  This position is available and someone new will need to step 
into that role. 
Parent ED  - Has an event planned for Oct. 15, 2025 (online). Look for an email to provide log 
in details. This meeting will focus on scholarship opportunities and preparing for post-
secondary opportunities, for example, building a post-secondary portfolio.  It will be of 
interest to all grades of students and parents, so all are invited to log in and learn. It will be 
presented by Mr. Rawnsley and staff from BMSS. 
The second parent presentation will likely be planned for 2026 with an external presenter to 
discuss mental health. 
 
As PAC Chair Teresa shared some of her tips for parents: 
-Read the weekly bulletin on the school website.  You can find it under Quick Links: School 
Bulletin. 
-Read the Principal’s highlights email 
-Review the great information that is updated on the website mountain.burnabyschools.ca 
-Use social media to learn what is happening at the school.  Instagram is used by student 
council and clubs. You can find and “follow” these accounts to see what is happening. One 
example is @bmsscouncil or @burnabymountain 
 
 
 



7. Principal’s Report & Questions 

Welcome to all parents/caregivers for the start of this school year! Mr. Rawnsley explained that it 
is important that you are involved in the school.  This is a super important time for you and the 
staff at the school to stay connected. He extended an invitation for you to reach out to him if 
something doesn’t feel or seem right.  He is in his 17th year as a principal.  This year the school 
has about 1600 students.  It is a large number, but the school is not overcrowded. There are 120 
International Students: welcome! Let’s communicate. You can contact your student’s counsellor, 
Vice Principal or write to him directly. There is also a Safe School Specialist/Youth Worker at the 
school named Phil. He has an office, and his contact is posted on his door. As this was the first 
meeting of the new school year, Mr. Rawnsley reviewed a number of topics that 
parents/caregivers may be interested in at the start of the school year: 

Gr. 8’s – you can be involved in Student Council – it is a course.  Some students are selected as 
class representatives.  There is also Leadership Class – which is a course too.  They often partner 
with other clubs to plan events. 

Clubs - There are lots of clubs that will be starting (40-45 last year).  Clubs Day will be on Oct. 3, 
2025 and there will be booths so students can see what each club is about and sign up.  A 
question was asked about whether additional fundraising could be done by the PAC or a club.  
Mr. Rawnsley explained that clubs do their own fundraising, as well as Grad Committee and 
ideally things should be co-ordinated so that the same fundraising isn’t happening at the same 
time.  Mr. Rawnsley will pull together a document that tracks existing fundraising and share with 
the PAC. 

Sports – The school wants kids to come out for the sports teams.  We are currently in the fall 
season of sports. There are about 50 different teams in total and students can sign up with a QR 
Code that they scan.  It is posted outside of the Athletic Office.  Mr. Rawnsley encourages all 
students to come out for a sports team. 

Indigenous Family Gathering – On September 24th Dan Adrian, Vice Principal, Lindsay and Victoria 
will host Indigenous families for a gathering at the school.   For more information you can follow 
up with Mr. Rawnsley. 

Flex Time – Flex time now is required to be during the day and is self-directed student learning 
time. The hope is it builds competencies for self-learning. Gr. 8’s will start with scheduled sessions 
and then will start to make their own choices. Encourage your student to make choices about how 
to use the school day. Students can see teachers during flex time. 

Terry Fox Run – Sept. 18, 2025 at around 10:15am.  The entire school will participate.  Students 
can walk/run.  It will take place in the community, in areas around the school. It provides an 



opportunity for important teaching about Terry Fox and the Marathon of Hope (he was a local 
athlete, humanitarian and cancer research activist). 

5 Block Days – This schedule is not currently being used. The decision about whether to switch to 
the 5-block day will be reviewed each year, based on enrollment. 

Enriched Courses – Enriched courses are available. These courses will allow students to look 
deeper into subjects.  Also, Advanced Placement (AP) courses are available in Grades 10-12. 

Bathrooms – The school administration is working towards  shifting the culture to not socializing 
in the bathrooms.  There are single stall universal bathrooms on each floor and in the student 
services area. 

Reporting Student Absences –  Absences can be reported using this email: 
mountain.info@burnabyschools.ca. You can see all absences through the myeducation portal. 
Parents will get a notification if students miss a class and it is unexcused. An extended absence 
form is available as well. 

ELL – Just a reminder that these programs are available at the school and service second 
language learners.  Check with the counsellors for more information.   

Mr. Rawnsley concluded by letting everyone know the school focus for 2025/26.  This year’s focus 
will be numeracy.  He also explained that schools are looking at data around excused absences, 
which are on the rise.  However, some data is showing a parallel increase in academic 
achievement so that data will be explored further before any conclusions. 

Upcoming Dates to remember: 

Sept. 19 – Professional Development Day 

Sept. 29 – Orange Shirt Day 

Sept. 30 – Truth and Reconciliation Day  

 

Next PAC Meeting: October 6, 2025 (Online) 

8. Meeting adjourned at 8:40pm. 

bmsspacexec@gmail.com 

 

mailto:mountain.info@burnabyschools.ca

