
Academic Reading and Writing 12 

Many first year students of post-secondary 
institutions find the reading load and level they 
encounter, as well as the writing standards 
expected of them, rather overwhelming. The 
transition between high school and university or 
college can therefore be a rather difficult one. 

Academic Reading & Writing 12 is a course designed 
to “bridge the gap” between English 12 and the 
literacy skills required in first year college/university 
programs. The main objective is to improve 
students’ reading and writing skills in all academic 
areas, including the Arts-based disciplines (English, 
History, Political Science, Sociology, etc.), 
psychology, business, the sciences and others.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The goals of this course include: 

• Improving students’ reading comprehension of academic texts 
• Developing a more mature vocabulary 
• Improving academic writing skills (ie. going beyond the standard 5-

paragraph essay) 
• Making the transition from writing as individual response to writing 

that makes an argument 
• Developing critical thinking skills 
• Developing study skills preparatory to college and university 

programs 
• Developing an understanding and appreciation of the language of 

academic writing 

Specific topics that will be covered in this course include: 

• College/university expectations 
• Effective study skills 
• Effective reading strategies 
• Annotating 
• Reading for inference  
• SQ3R 
• Skills to be used for reading across the academic disciplines 
• Vocabulary – context clues, implied meaning, morphemes, etc. 
• Exam-writing/test strategies; understanding what an essay question 

is asking 
• Academic writing 
• Moving on from the personal to the analytical  
• Academic style- standards and conventions of language  
• “do’s and don’ts” 
• Editing skills-grammatical issues, common problems 
• Summary 
• Critical stance 
• Critical analysis of essays/selected writings 
• Academic honesty-sourcing, citation styles (MLA, APA, Chicago) 



• Discussion skills-moving from personal responses to analytical 
responses  
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